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CA, on being selected for a Department of
Education Blue Ribbon School Award. Calle
Mayor Middle School was 1 of only 266
schools in the Nation recognized for outstand-
ing achievement by the students, teachers,
and staff, and an education environment of the
highest quality.

The Department of Education awarded Calle
Mayor the highest rating in areas such as in-
structional leadership, curriculum, student en-
vironment, and parent and community support.
Let me note that Calle Mayor’s programs to in-
troduce students to technology and computers
will equip our next generation to fill the high-
skill, high-wage jobs in an area I often refer to
as the aerospace center of the universe.

I congratulate Calle Mayor principal, Mary
Lou Ryder, Torrance schools superintendent,
Arnold Plank, and school board trustees, Dr.
William Blischke, John Eubanks, Gary
Kuwahara, Heidi Ashcraft, and Beth Wilson.
And I especially congratulate the students and
teachers of Calle Mayor for setting an excel-
lent example for other schools to follow. I am
proud that Calle Mayor is located in the 36th
Congressional District of California.
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Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate Dollie Wood Walker on her retire-
ment and give her my personal thanks for her
hard work in my Waco district office.

Dollie has served on my congressional staff
for more than 5 years. During her tenure, she
has helped me open my district office in
Waco, TX, and has traveled with me through-
out the 11th Congressional District of Texas.
Dollie has worked tirelessly for the people of
central Texas, assisting them with their Social
Security and Medicare problems and needs.

Dollie has also been a vital link between me
and seniors’ organizations in my district.
AARP chapters, NARFE chapters, hospice so-
cieties, and various groups in central Texas all
know Dollie and have benefited from her work
and dedication.

Mr. Speaker, on June 30, 1996, Dollie will
retire from Federal employment. On behalf of
this body of legislators, I would like to con-
gratulate Dollie Wood Walker on her retire-
ment and thank her for her selfless service to
me and to the great people of central Texas.
Dollie is a one-of-a-kind person and her spirit
and energy will be missed but never forgotten.
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Mr. POSHARD. Mr. Speaker, tragedy never
occurs softly. It has not been 2 months since
that CT–43 airplane crashed on the outskirts
of Dubrovnik, Croatia, simultaneously reintro-
ducing us to all that is painful in this world,
and all of its greatest promise. This was a na-

tional calamity, touching our highest leaders,
reaching into every industry, every community,
leaving an indelible imprint on the parchment
that is our collective soul. Youth lost is painful.
Youth lost in the service of a noble cause,
while no less a shame, is at the same time lib-
erating. By remembering those that are never
to return is to give their lives meaning beyond
their death. To hold their standard in front of
us is the only fitting way to mourn their loss.
It is the least we can do.

While rarely as dramatic as death, life oc-
curs with equal regularity. March 10, 1967 was
no exception, bringing Gerald ‘‘Jerry’’ Aldrich II
into this world. A large baby at 10 pounds, he
had an equal appetite for knowledge. Jerry
was reading by kindergarten and, auguring the
future, was already disassembling and re-
assembling his train engines, just to see how
they worked. A quiet yet thoughtful young
man, he knew the sting of loss intimately. His
father succumbed to cancer in the spring of
1983 while Jerry was still at North Clay High
School. Two years later he graduated in the
top 10 of his class, and bypassed a science
scholarship to enlist in the U.S. Air Force
where he was trained as an aircraft mechanic.

‘‘Jake,’’ as his military friends knew him, en-
joyed his new career. He completed his initial
training at Lackland Air Force Base near San
Antonio, TX, and soon moved to Little Rock
Air Force Base in Arkansas. His next assign-
ment took him to England. The year was
1991, and Jake served as the crew chief
aboard an MC130E Combat Talon I aircraft
out of Royal Air Force Base Alconbury. In
July, Jake was promoted to staff sergeant.
Germany was his next destination, first to
Rhein-Main Base in Frankfort, and finally join-
ing the 76th at Ramstein Base. While abroad,
he courageously served in Operation Desert
Storm.

It was in Germany that Jake met his wife,
Petra Shoemaker. They were married on Jan-
uary 11, 1991, in Germany, and also cele-
brated with an American ceremony that sum-
mer. This loving union was blessed with two
sons, Timothy, three and Joshua, almost two.
Jake was a devoted family man who spent
every possible moment with his wife and chil-
dren. They are joined in their grief by Jerry’s
mother, Hazel Wattles, of Louisville, brother,
Mike Aldrich of Oak Harbor, WA, and sisters,
Carolyn McKnelly and Sherry Roley of
Effingham, IL, as well as the rest of his ex-
tended family.

Mr. Speaker, words often sound hollow in
the face of such gravity, but those of his sis-
ter, Sherry, resonate. She remembers that
Jerry was able to lead a life full of opportunity
and new experiences. He saw both good and
bad, and met many influential people in the
many countries he visited. Yet he remained a
down to earth person who lived for his family,
work, and country. As she reminds us, let us
never forget the six Air Force crew members
who gave their lives on this seemingly un-
eventful flight. Let us never forget any other
service person who has fought for our country
and the freedom it represents. S. Sgt. Gerald
Aldrich was laid to rest on April 19, 1996. He
had an Honor Guard military funeral with fam-
ily members and friends present in Frankfurt,
Germany. I charge us all to raise his standard
high, so that we may remember not only the
circumstances of his death, but a life valiantly
lived.
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay tribute today to a dedicated police officer
who has spent a quarter century protecting the
lives and property of his fellow citizens, Chief
Charles D’Urso of the Countryside, IL, Police
Department.

Chief D’Urso recently marked his 25th anni-
versary with the department. The term ‘‘work-
ing his way up through the ranks’’ is especially
true in the chief’s case: He started as a patrol-
man in late 1970, became a sergeant in 1980,
made lieutenant in 1985, and was appointed
chief in 1993. In Chief D’Urso’s more than 25
years on the force, the department has gone
from a one-room station to a state-of-the-art
facility. Thanks in part to Chief D’Urso’s lead-
ership, the 27 police officers on the force are
among the best trained and best equipped in
the area.

In addition to the chief’s professional suc-
cess, he is active in his community, serving on
the executive board of the Countryside Rotary
Club. He is also a past president of the fifth
District Chief’s of Police.

Mr. Speaker, I salute Chief D’Urso on his 25
years as a police officer and wish him many
more years of service to his community.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, on June 8, the
First Calvary Baptist Church will celebrate its
10th anniversary. It is with great pleasure that
I rise today to celebrate this vital and thriving
congregation.

The First Calvary Baptist Church was found-
ed in 1986 by the Reverend Boise Kimber.
From the beginning the church has overcome
a number of obstacles. The church’s first wor-
ship service was held on June 1, 1986. How-
ever, the church was without a formal place of
worship and had to hold services at the Holi-
day Inn in New Haven. Services were then
moved to the Yale University Dwight-Battell
Chapel. On July 20, 1986, the church officially
opened its doors to new members. The last
service to be held at the Dwight-Battell Chapel
was on August 24, 1986. Services were then
temporarily moved back to the Holiday Inn. It
was then that the congregation’s prayers were
answered and they were able to hold worship
services at the Church of God and Saints of
Christ.

The First Calvary Baptist Church has always
made youth outreach an important part of its
mission. The first Sunday school classes were
held on September 14, 1986. The Youth in
Action Program began on March 5, 1987. The
program gave youth an opportunity to partici-
pate in topics that concerned the church and
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